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Therefore, when Rome was burned down, Nero sought a cheap popularity by fixing upon the Christians as the perpetrators of the crime. There was a ghastly persecution of the Christians in Rome. On the evidence of informers "vast numbers," says Tacitus, "were condemned more as being enemies of the human race than for the crime of setting the city on fire. They were clad in the skins of wild beasts and torn to pieces by hounds; they were crucified; they were condemned to die by fire, and were burned to serve as illuminations when the daylight had departed," Nero lending his own gardens for the purpose. Christianity, so the same authority tells us, was a most pernicious institution, which had been very properly checked by the procurator Pontius Pilate; but had broken out and become popular in Rome, "where every kind of abomination accumulated and was welcomed. The Christians deserved to suffer the sharpest penalties for their crimes, but the appalling cruelties of Nero transformed them into objects of pity." Tacitus himself was probably about fifteen years old at the time.
Although in the nature of the case the popular mind associated Christians with the Jews, and the God worshipped by the Christians was avowedly the God of Abraham, the zeal of St. Paul at an early stage convinced the Christian community in Palestine not only that the Gospel was to be preached to the Gentiles, but that the Gentiles were to be admitted to the Christian society without being required to adopt the Jewish law. Also from the first the missionaries sought to convert Gentiles as well as Jews. To the Jew the new doctrine necessarily presented itself either as a peculiarly blasphemous heresy or as the consummation of prophecy. To the Gentile it presented an entirely new conception. Certainly it did not directly appeal to the upper classes of society whose conventions it attacked, although there may have been some converts in high places. The bulk of the converts were undoubtedly in the middle and lower strata of the community, who would not be prima -facie deterred from listening to a doctrine which offers the same salvation to a slave as to an emperor. Members of "Caesar's household" became converts; but Caesar's household is a wide term, not restricted to members of the Imperial family or those connected with it. Persons of any social standing who gave ear to the new doctrines were probably from the first regarded at best as dangerous cranks who had better be ostracized
Nero's persecution, however, seems to have produced a mild reaction, and the situation was again modified very shortly afterwards by the Jewish rebellion which ended in the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, That definitely severed the Christians from the Jews, for the object of the insurgents made no appeal to the Christians. They did not join in the revolt, and after the destruction their headquarters ',; 'ceased, to have any connection with any Jewish community.